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WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL SEASON!

Primary Stages is excited to present its Fall 2020 Virtual Season! 

In response to this uncertain and ever-changing landscape, we have 
reimagined our programming to bring Off-Broadway to your home 
and create community in the current theatrical climate. Starting this 
Fall, we return to our roots with the Foundation Series, including 
The Tribute Artist by Charles Busch and The Night Watcher by 
Charlayne Woodard. In our Living Room Commissions, artists who 
are reimagining the art form create new work in this time of evolution, 
including Inda Craig-Galván, Kate Hamill, Chesney Snow, and 
Susan Soon He Stanton.

This Virtual Season will break the fourth wall of how and why we 
create, renewing our commitment to developing new works and 
breaking down both financial and physical barriers to attending the 
theater for audiences worldwide. Through building on our strong 
foundation of artists and fostering new growth by amplifying essential 
voices who will push the boundaries of what theater can be, we are 
building this virtual home – and you, our audience, are the final brick 
in our wall.

Originally presented in our 2009/2010 Season at 59E59, The Night 
Watcher is an auto-biographical, one-woman play by actress-
playwright Charlayne Woodard. Told with penetrating grace and 
candor, Woodard beautifully weaves together stories of the ordinary 
and extraordinary ways she has mentored the children in her life. 
Declared “thoughtful, vivid, entertaining, and poignant” in its original 
run, The Night Watcher is an intimate look at the various definitions of 
parenthood. We couldn’t be more excited to welcome Charlayne back 
to our virtual stage this Fall.



The Night Watcher is approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes including intermission.

The Night Watcher was originally produced by Primary Stages at 59E59 Theaters in the 2009/10 Season.
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CHARLAYNE WOODARD 
(Playwright/Performer) is a two-time 
Obie Award winner and Tony Award 
nominee. Acting: Originated roles for 
playwrights including Branden Jacobs-
Jenkins, Jeremy O. Harris, Suzan-Lori 
Parks, Lynn Nottage, and Theresa 
Rebeck. TV: “Pose” (series regular), 
“Prodigal Son” (recurring), “Law & 
Order: SVU,” “ER,” and “Chicago 
Hope” (recurring). Films: Glass, 
Unbreakable, The Crucible, and Eye 
for an Eye. Playwright: The Garden, 
The Night Watcher, In Real Life, 
Neat, Pretty Fire, and Flight.

WHO’S WHO

DASHA EPSTEIN (Co-Producer) 
has had a long career in the theater. 
After graduating from Barnard, 
she was introduced by her English 
professor, Howard Teichmann, to 
Lillian Hellman and became Lillian’s 
office assistant. After taking time out 
to get married and raise two children, 
Dasha returned to the theater as 
co-producer with Morton Gottlieb 
on Same Time, Next Year. She went 
on to receive two Tony Awards for 
Ain’t Misbehavin’ and Children of a 
Lesser God. Nominations and Drama 
Desk Awards followed for Master 
Harold and the Boys, Chinglish, and 
The Invisible Hand (co-produced with 
New York Theater Workshop and 
in London). She also co-produced 
Orphans with Steppenwolf and then 
the London production starring Albert 
Finney. Dasha is an emeritus Board 
member of Primary Stages and co-
produced Athol Fugard’s Exits and 
Entrances with the company. She is 
on the Board of the American Theatre 
Wing and NY Stage and Film.

OBADIAH EAVES (Sound Design 
and Original Music) Obadiah’s work 
has appeared on Broadway in Saint 
Joan; The Country House; The 
Assembled Parties; Harvey; A Life 
In The Theatre; Collected Stories; 
Accent On Youth; Come Back, Little 
Sheba; The Lieutenant of Inishmore 
and Shining City. Other recent 
work includes Noura (Playwright’s 
Horizons); As You Like It (Old Globe); 
Rosencrantz And Guildenstern Are 
Dead (Huntington); A Doll’s House 
Part 2 (Seattle Rep); The Portuguese 
Kid (MTC); Hannah and the Dread 
Gazebo (Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival); The Total Bent (Public). 
Awards: BACC, Lortel, Audelco Viv. 
TV and other: HBO, Nickelodeon, 
Discovery, History Channel, Bravo, 
A&E, TLC, and Fisher-Price toys.



FOR THE ORIGINAL PRODUCTION OF THE NIGHT WATCHER

Playwright Charlayne Woodard
Director Dan Sullivan

Production Stage Manager Kelly Glasow
Assistant Stage Manager Kiki Hess

Production Assistant Katie Fergerson
Production Assistant Cody Richard

Set Design Charlie Corcoran
Set Design Tom Lynch

Sound Design Obadiah Eaves
Lighting Design Geoff Korf

Projection Design Tal Yarden
Costume Design Jess Goldstien

Production Photographer James Leynse
Casting Stephanie Klapper

59E59 THEATERS STAFF

59E59 THEATERS

ALLIANCE OF RESIDENT THEATRES 
Primary Stages is a member of the Alliance of 
Resident Theatres/New York, the service 
organization for NYC’s non-profit Off- and 
Off-Off-Broadway theatres. 

Since 2004, Drama Desk Award-winning 59E59 Theaters has been dedicated 
to hosting the best theater from across the country and around the world 
to premiere in the heart of Midtown. This Off Broadway destination is a 
spectacular, modern theater complex boasting three performance spaces, 
presenting live performances 50 weeks a year. 59E59.org

Managing Director............................... 	 Brian Beirne
Artistic Director.................................... 	 Val Day
Marketing Director............................... 	 Kirsty Gaukel
Associate Curator/Finance................... 	 Jessica Hart
Production Manager............................ 	 Lauren Parrish
Director of Ticketing Services.............. 	 Kelvin Veras 



PRIMARY STAGES 
PRIMARY STAGES is an Off-Broadway not-for-
profit theater company dedicated to inspiring, 
supporting, and sharing the art of playwriting. 
We operate on the strongly held belief that the 
future of American theater relies on nurturing 
playwrights and giving them the artistic support 
needed to create new work. Since our founding in 
1984, we have produced more than 135 new plays. 
Our productions and artists have received critical 
acclaim, including numerous Tony, Obie, Lortel, 
Off-Broadway Alliance, AUDELCO, Outer Critics’ 
Circle, Drama League, and Drama Desk awards and 
nominations. Primary Stages supports playwrights 
and develops new works through commissions, 
workshops, readings, and our education and 
engagement programs: the Dorothy Strelsin New 
American Writers Group, Marvin and Anne Einhorn 
School of Performing Arts (ESPA), Teenwrights, 
Primary Plus Developmental Reading Series, our 
Free Student Matinee Program, TixTeen, and the 
Primary Stages Off-Broadway Oral History Project. 
Through these programs, Primary Stages advocates 
for our artists, helping them make important—and 
often transformative—connections within the 
theater community. For more information on Primary 
Stages and our various programs, please visit us at 
primarystages.org.

ANDREW LEYNSE (Artistic Director) is currently 
in his 17th season as Artistic Director of Primary 
Stages. Andrew is a director and founding member 
of the Primary Stages Dorothy Strelsin New 

American Writers Group (now in its 25th year), 
teaches for Primary Stages ESPA (Einhorn School 
of Performing Arts) and The Tepper Semester for 
Syracuse University, and is the Artistic Director of the 
Colorado New Play Festival in Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado. Andrew is a proud Board Member of 
A.R.T./New York and is a graduate of Carnegie 
Mellon’s Directing Program. 

SHANE D. HUDSON (Executive Director) 
is a graduate of the Yale School of Drama and 
Emerson College. Shane has served as Director of 
Development at Elevator Repair Service, Managing 
Director of the Yale Cabaret, Associate Director of 
Development at PlayMakers Repertory Company, 
General Manager/Marketing Director for Blue Man 
Group, Theater Manager of the Charles Playhouse, 
and Executive Director of StageSource. He is an 
adjunct professor at Marymount Manhattan College.

CASEY CHILDS (Founder) founded Primary 
Stages in 1984 and has directed many productions 
for the company. He served as the Artistic Program
Director for the New Dramatists from 1981-1985 
and was the recipient of the Carnegie Mellon 
Commitment to New Playwrights Award, as well 
as two Emmy Awards and many nominations 
for his extensive work in television. He is a past 
Vice President of the Directors’ Guild of America 
and a past trustee of The National Association 
of Television Arts and Sciences. Casey has a BFA 
in acting and an MFA in directing from Carnegie 
Mellon University.
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Dorothy Strelsin New American 
Writers Group

Kevin Artigue, Benjamin Benne,  
Elizabeth Irwin, Jon Kern, 

Matthew Minnicino, Liliana C. Padilla, 
Madhuri Shekar

Company-in-Residence
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PRIMARY STAGES CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION DONORS
Primary Stages gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the following institutions:

$50,000 AND ABOVE
NYC COVID-19 Response & Impact Fund in 	
       The New York Community Trust 
The Howard Gilman Foundation ◊
The Lucille Lortel Foundation ◊
The Shubert Foundation
The Harold & Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust
The Tow Foundation ◊
The Winston Foundation, Inc. 

$25,000-$49,999
Gibson Dunn
JTS Fund at the New York Community Trust
Laurents/Hatcher Foundation
The Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation ◊
The Ambrose Monell Foundation ◊
The Rockwell Foundation 
Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation ◊

$10,000-$24,999
Con Edison
The Marc Haas Foundation
Richenthal Foundation
The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels Foundation 
The Seth Sprague Educational & 
    Charitable Trust 
The SHS Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Axe-Houghton Foundation
Colgate-Palmolive Urban Education Fund 
Francena T. Harrison Foundation Trust
The Marta Heflin Foundation
The Hill-Snowdon Foundation
The Karma Foundation
The Dorothy Strelsin Foundation* 

$1,000-$4,999
Actors’ Equity Foundation
The BWF Foundation
Dramatists Play Service 
The John Golden Fund 
The Herman Goldman Foundation
ICM Partners*
The Dorothy Loudon Foundation
Neuberger Berman
The Numad Group*
The Jerome Robbins Foundation
SAG-AFTRA
The Geraldine Stutz Trust

* Includes gifts made to the 2020 Primary Stages Virtual Gala.

◊ Includes gifts made to the 35th Anniversary Campaign for 
the Future of Primary Stages.

PRIMARY STAGES GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Primary Stages Season is supported, in part, with public funds from 

the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council; 
New York City Council Speaker Corey Johnson; and the New York State Council 

on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 



Angels
Anonymous◊
Casey Childs*◊
The Durst Family*◊  
Daniel & Rosele Frishwasser
Arlene L. Goldman*◊ 
Herrick Theatre Foundation
Eleanor Holtzman & 
    Alexander Holtzman, 
    in memoriam*◊
Irwin & Ann Blumenthal 
    Jacobs*◊ 
Gregory Macosko & 
    Sharon A. Zane*◊ 
Jose Mendez & Katie Graziano◊
Marla Persky & Craig 
    Heberton IV*◊
Robin Rednor-Veghte &
    Robert Kennedy *◊ 
Carol Roaman*◊
Janet B. & Marvin Rosen*◊
Carol Scibelli*◊
Ted Snowdon & Duffy 
    Violante*◊
Barbara & David Thomas ◊

Leading Players
Sue Breger*◊ 
Jamie deRoy*◊
Jeremy T. Smith*  
Amit Solomon*◊
Sarah Steinberg*◊
Arline Vogel & Harry Precourt*◊

Ensemble
Margot Astrachan
The Svante Bergstrom 
     Theater Foundation
Anne L. Bernstein*◊
Diane L. Charlap*
The Kenneth H. and
     Margaret L. Childs Trust
Dasha Epstein*
Johanna & Leslie Garfield*
Jay & Diane Goldsmith*
Russel T. Hamilton
Catherine Fisco Holmes
Andrea & Scott Kimmelman ◊ 
Theresa Rebeck & Jess Lynn*
Charles & Deborah Royce ◊
Barton & Jane Shallat ◊

Mary Susnjara*
Bob & Ginny Walther ◊
Elizabeth Wilson, 
    in memoriam ◊

Spotlight
Kristen Anderson-Lopez & 
   Robert Lopez
Eli Bluestone
Kathleen & Robert Bojanek ◊
Mary Borba*
Luigi Caiola  
Nancy & Ronald Carr
Bertha Goldman, 
    in memoriam ◊
Willy Holtzman & Sylvia 
    Shepard*◊
David & Martha Ives ◊
Sharon Karmazin*
Judi Krupp
Riki Kane Larimer* 
Karolynn Lestrud*
Andrew Leynse & Mary Bacon*
Jeffry Melnick, in memoriam
Jill Mortensen & Kay Phillips* ◊

PRIMARY PARTNERS
Primary Partners are generous individual donors who share a love of Primary Stages and our 

mission. Partners can choose to either take a full tax deduction for their gift or receive exclusive 
benefits, including personal assistance from the Development Department staff, priority seating 

in prime locations, invitations to intimate events with today’s leading playwrights and actors, 
and much more. To learn more about becoming a Primary Partner and other giving 

opportunities, please visit us online at primarystages.org/support.

PRIMARY STAGES BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janet Reed Ahearn 

Sue Breger, President Emerita 
Casey Childs, Founder

Jamie deRoy 
Douglas Durst 

Arlene L. Goldman
Kate Hamill

Eleanor Holtzman
Shane D. Hudson, Executive Director

Elisabeth Lerner, Secretary
Andrew Leynse, Artistic Director

Gregory M. Macosko, First Vice President

Marla Persky, President
Theresa Rebeck

Robin Rednor-Veghte, Second Vice President 
Carol Roaman 
Janet B. Rosen
Carol Scibelli
Jeremy Smith
Ted Snowdon
Amit Solomon 

Sarah Steinberg, Treasurer
Arline Vogel

Sharon Washington

Corporate Advisory Board
Marc Breslaw
Eric Chelman
Domingo Diaz
Katie Graziano
Jose Mendez
Heidi Reklis

R. Lee Stump
Jose M. Toro, RPA

Lillian Vasquez

Emeritus Members 
Dasha Epstein

Michael Fabrikant 
Marlene H. Freeman
Douglas M. Green 

Jonathan C. Herzog
Ann Blumenthal Jacobs

Karen La Rosa
Jose Mendez
Doug NevinIn Memoriam 

Geoffrey Chinn 
Marvin and Anne Einhorn 

Michael Fabrikant 
Louise Rockwell 
Robert Sorensen
Sandra Westin

Elizabeth Wilson



Hubert Neumann & Debra 
    Purden ◊
Mary Ann & Bruno A. 
    Quinson *◊
Joan Raffe
Dolores & Howard Reed, 
    in memoriam
Daryl Roth 
Jenna and Paul Segal*
Christian & Lonna Yegen

Centerstage
Anonymous 
Stefany & Simon Bergson*
Barbara & Paul Bernstein
Jean & Juan Carlos Cappello*
Alisa Cohn
Paula Kaminsky Davis*
Cory & Bob Donnalley 
    Foundation 
Kenneth & Lori Einhorn*
Elliot Fox & Stephanie 
    Lubroth ◊
Steven Goldman* ◊
Valerie Gordon-Johnson &
    Doug Johnson*
Kate Hamill & 
    Jason O’Connell*
Margaret & Tom Haughey ◊
Andrea & David Holbrook
Shane D. Hudson & 
    Mikkel Brogger*
Martin Hummel ◊
Rory & David Jones
Paul & Emily Kandel*◊
Drs. Judith & Sheldon E. 
    Kaufman* ◊
Renee Landegger & 
    Susan Rose*
Allan & Anita Lubarsky ◊
Stephen & Carolyn 
    McCandless ◊
John K. Orberg
Lisa Orberg
Ellen & Sam Sporn
R. Lee Stump & Abby Roth*
Sharon Washington & 
    Charles Schultz*
  
Upstage
Janet Reed Ahearn & 
    Dan Ahearn*
Jackie Barth & Jay Nydick
Doreen Cronin ◊
Steve Diamond & Karen 
    Goldman, in memoriam*
The Diamonstein-Spielvogel 
    Foundation
Fred & Suzan Ehrman
Dr. Leonard Freeman, Marlene     
    Freeman & Joy Freilich*
Susan Garruto*
Nancy Hollander ◊
Robin Jones
Lee Laimbeer
Thomas Lally

The Greg and Mari 
    Marchbanks Family   
    Foundation*
Judy Lynn Prince & 
    Bob Haiman
Sandra Samberg & 
    Stephen Marshall
Niki & Tony Scialli
Edward Trach

Downstage
Lynn Ahrens & Neil Costa*
Anonymous ◊
Constance Beaty
Helen & Abe Chutorian
Carol Dallos & Michael   
    Fabrikant, in memoriam
Tom & Linda Dupree
Robert H. and Elizabeth Fergus      
    Foundation
Eleanor Fink
Tom Fontana & Sagan Lewis*
Yvette A. Geary*
Shirley & David Ginzberg
Tony Gleason*
David L. Goldsmith
Mark & Elizabeth Gormley
Julia Hansen
Whitney & Fred Keen
Willette Klausner
Richard M. Leder & 
    Guifeng Xia
Myla Lerner & Larry Kramer*
Arthur & Merle Nacht
Carole Olshan*
Harold & Leslie Porosoff
Daniel & Joanna Rose
Holly Rothkopf & 
    Stuart Eisenberg
Fiona Rudin
John Russell & 
    Darryl Redhage*
Nancy L. Savitt & Bill Farrell
Naomi Seligman
Dan Shaheen*
Susan & Zachary Shimer
Susan & Robert Skolnick
Tamar & Lawrence Skolnick
Sylvia Steiner*
Michelle & Stephen Stoneburn
Bernard & Sheila Teig
Kara Unterberg ◊
Lynn and Elisha Wiesel
Francis Williams
Jennifer Wu & Claude Fiset
Ellen & Allen Zerkin*

In the Wings
Anonymous
Jill Abel
Alan Anderson*
Sunil Ayyagari*
David Ball
Deborah Beck*
Laurie Braun*
Donald Brennan & 
    Lucy McMichael*

Stacey Cook
Bob Doorenbos*
Judith Esterquest
Carol Garner*
Lynn & Paul George
Joshua Goodman*
Melissa Greener
Iliana Guibert*
Sarah G. Harris*
Margaret & John Hofbeck*
Gary & Debbie Holzman*
Debbie and Marc Howard
Brian Kaltner*
Joan A. Kedziora
Anna Kisselgoff*
Arlene & Richard Kossoff*
Gregory Lehane & 
    Laurie Klatscher*
Edward Labaton*
James & Wendy Leynse*
Dayna Lucas
Jane Macan
Jeanne Manto*
Dr. Marlene Marko &
    Dr. Loren Skeist
Mel Marvin*
Laurie McPhee
Helena Meyer-Knapp
Michael Mitnick*
D.V. Nayak
Jan Nolte*
Sam Paxhia*
Mark Planner
Mark Portnoy*
The Reen Family*
Lee Reichman*
Leslie & Richard Roth*
Deborah & Sheldon Rubin*
Tom Saltarelli & Don Sedia
Lisa & Leon Seidman*
Lynda & Stephen Tepperman*
Jonathan Tolins & Robert Cary*
Mary Tynes
Tracey Van Steenburgh*
David Weiser*
Hilda Wenig
Michael and Wilhelmina 
    Wiland*
Mary Young

* Includes gifts made to the 
2020 Primary Stages Virtual 
Gala. 

◊ Includes gifts made to the 
35th Anniversary Campaign for 
the Future of Primary Stages.

The list reflects contributions 
received as of November 
16, 2020. We apologize for 
any omissions or errors. Due 
to space limitations, we are 
unable to list all contributors. 
Primary Stages wishes to thank 
all of our generous donors. 
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